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THISMANUAL ISNOT LEGAL ADVICE

It is absolutely essentid that the reader of this child support manua understand
that the information contained herein is not meant to be asubstitute for lega advice.
Neither is the information contained on our law firm website. This manua is for
informationa purposes only.

No manua can be asubstitute for competent legal advice of a licensed attorney .
Each individual case needs to be evaluated by aprofessiond to talor thelega needsto
unique requirements of each case.

Thefacts of anindividua case changethelaw that may apply as wel asthe
strategy. Attorneys trained and experienced with thelaw are the people best equippedto
properly goply thelaw tothefacts of aparticular case.

Any information contained within this manud that gves the appearance of being
legd advice should be disregarded as legd advice. Instead the discussions indicated
within this manual are merely meant to inform the reader and expand his understanding
of some of thelaws and issues surrounding father’s rights in the area of child support.

Suggestions or examples are meant to advance the reader's knowledge of father’s
rights liti gation experience so that one can moreintd ligently discuss or focus the issues
with their attorney, withther ex-spouse, with their family, the courts or athers.

One should adway s consult an attorney on any issue concerning child custody,

parenting time (visitation) and child support.



THISMANUAL CANNOT COVER
EVERY STATE LAW

Welivein a country where each of our 50 States can enact their own laws. This
would make it impossible for me or any other lawyerto write an informationa guide that
specificdly covers the differences of every Sate. Even if an atorney researched and
wrote about each Sate Law, thework would be huge and very costly to publish, let aone
beimpractica for any individua user asthey would have no usefor 49 of the other Sate
laws. However, | have found in the research that | have completed that States are copy
cas. That is,thereare very similar |aws on the books of every Saeor at least many of
them.

In the area of child custody, many Saes follow some variation of making
determinations of child custody and support based upon the“best interests of the child.”
Also, that means tha the experiences and strateg es are goingto be similar as well.

Theinformation you are about to read is asynagpsis of M ichigan Law or
experiences based upon Michigan Law. It is meant to gvethereader a generd overview
of child custody and support litigation as it may be gpplied to father’s rights issues. Since
most States usethe basic “best interess of the child” standard, y ou should still find this
information helpful. Infact intheareaof child support & least 29 of the Sates have
enacted child support guiddines that use the same basic national resear ch to impose child
support awards. If you are not in M ichigan, thelaw may be similar but have some
differences. You should take thetimeto research your own laws in your State and aso
listen toyour atorney, epecidly over differences so that you undersgand exactly what
you need to do inyour Sate.

The body laws discussed are much morein depth than presented withthis work
This manua focuses on managing theissues surrounding y our child support obligation.
Thereis avast body of caselaw and statutory law tha is not discussed. If youwish for
more discussion on the law concerning child custody, thenyou should obtain our Father’s
Rights M anua: For Frustrated Fathers.
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While the information contained herein is accurate to the date of the copyright, thelaw is



constantly changng and some of the information inside this manual may change over
time.

Thelaws in other Sates can vary widely sothat atenmpting to understand another
Sae’slaws merdly by readingthis handbook is not advisable. There are strateg es and
procedures discussed to help you gopreciate what needs to be done to assert your rights
and fulfill your responsibilities. These discussions do cross State lines and should prove
helpful regardless of the Sateyou arein. Insight into what you are facing and what you

should do can do nothing but help you in your endeavors as afather of divorce.



ABOUT THEWRITER

The Child Support DefenseM anud was written by Ghazey H. Aleck 11, Fathers
Rights Attorney. The Father’s Richts M anud: for frustrated fathers was aso written by
Ghazey Aleck as well asthe Litigation Survival Guide, all of which are avail able as

downloads from www.aleckandj enkins.com.

Ghazey H. Aleck 11, isthefounder of Aleck and Jenkins, Attorneys a Law
located in Clare, M ichigan, established in 1987. Mr. Aleck has been an attorney since
1986. Prior to becomingan atorney, hewas apolice officer for severd years. 1n 1992,

Ghazey Aleck was eected Clare County Prosecuting Attorney where he dso had to ded
with paternity and support on behaf of the government. Fathers rights litigation has been
alarge part of his practice since 1989.

In 1997, Mr. Aleck returned to the full-time private practice of law where he
established himsdf as thefather’s rights attorney. With over many years of handling
divorce and child custody matters, Ghazey H. Aleck 11, has developed a si gnifi cant body
of knowledge and experiencein gettingfather’s therr rights.

“| decided to begin emphasizingfather’s rightsin my law practice because too
much attention has been directed a going after ‘deadbeat dads’ whilethe devoted dads
received little or no attention or help. Society is hurting our children by overlookingtheir
need to have both amother and afather, not just amother and abanished father,” Aleck
says of hiswork. “Besidesthis, there are many fathers who are just better parents and
should have custody of the children, for the children’s sake.”

Over theyears, Ghazey H. Aleck 11 has become awdl-known atorney having
gppeared on local television news broadcasts and programs around the Sate of M ichigan.
His cases have been reported in locd, statewide and nationa newspagers and newsletters.
Ghazey Aleck has been a guest on locd, regiond and nationa radio talk shows.

Besides litigating and fighting for fathers rights cases of his own, Ghazey H.
Aleck Il has dso been alegd consultant for other lawyers and on ather cases involving
father's rightsissues. He has tegtified as an expert in court on family law issues.
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UNDERSTANDING THE PHILOSOPHY
BEHIND CHILD SUPPORT

Anyonefacingthe progoect of paying child support mug first undersand the
philosgphy behind it. Courtsset child support based upon thelaw. Thelaw is enacted by
Saelegslaures. Legislators are € ected by less than haf of the pegple who are digble
to vote after pecid interest groups fund their campaigns. The people most resporsible
for the dection of alegslator are the people who funded it, not the people who voted for
them. Specid interest groups therefore have the biggest say in wha law gets enacted and
therefore what law the courts mug use. Intheold days, laws made sense. Today, don’t
expect dl of thelaws to make sense, especialy not child support laws.

Soecid interest groups are avoca minority. It is often the voca minority that run
the show. Thisiswhy wehavea“politicaly correct” society. M og “politicaly correct”
ideas come from afeminist poirt of view. Theradica feminist considers dl men to be
bad. Their extreme views include the notion that all men arerapists. Whilethe extreme
views do not generally find their way intothe law, ther influence does. That influence
pulls our laws in the areas important to women more in the radical feminist direction than
it should. Child support awards are excessive and in my opinion connected to the notion
that al men should pay for their constant misdeeds.

While it is certainly truethat one of aparent’s mos important reponsibilitiesis to
be providing financialy for ther children, it should not be therole of government to
impose too heavy of aburdento doso. M any men (and a growing number of women)
who find themselves facing a court order to pay child support find the amount order to be
outrageous and that is because they are outrageous.

The philosophy behind child support isthat achild is entitled to support of both of
the child’s parents and this sounds good on the surface. M any of thase who pay support
rightly point ou that the child never sees any of themoney. They ask if there can be
some accountability. Generally, you cannot ask theparent recelving the support to make
an accountingon how the money is spert. This is because the courts say that the money
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Therefore, your child support pay ment is going for aportion of the house
pay ment, dectric, ges, food, transportation, insurance, clothing, entertainment and other
expenses that could be in needed because of the child special needs.

M any people wrongfully cal child support “adimony” because child support is
suppased to befor support of the child and alimony is for the support of agpouse. While
thelegd definition makes cdling child support “aimony” wrong, there gppears to be
sometruthto calingchild support “dimony” from afactua standpoint. Everyone
whether they have custody of the child or not will have virtualy the same overhead
anyway so sayingthat child support goes toward overhead is really gvingthe spouse
support. Even so, when addressing a court, keep in mind that child support is for the
child and aimony isfor support of agpouse. Theseterms are different to the court and
you cannot change those definitions for y our own purposes.

In the end, child support is based upon what your earn. Everythingyou earn
regardless of the sourceis subject to caculatingwhat you earn. There are some sources
of funds that are exempted that will be discussed later in this manua later Oncethe court
has cdculated what you earn, child support is deermined. M any Saes have enacted
Child Support Guidelines in determining the amount of child support. The number of
Sates that have aset of Guiddinesisat 29 at last count.

If your State has Child Support Guiddines, your support is caculated usingy our
income and amathematical equation. M ost Saes enacted the guidelines based on a
nationa study whereby the household income dedicated to children has been determined
to be approximately 30% of the family income for one child and 40% or more for two or
more children. This study is suspect in my view because not al people arethe samein
their habits and different areas of the country do things differently so | can’t see how
these percentages can be standardized. But, thisis why you arefacingthe percentages
that you do.

It does not matter whether the nationa study is correct or not. It does not matter
that thereareindividua family differences, diff erences in regons of the country or the
fact that children take adifferent amount of income as they changein age. The nationa
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that you should live your life accordingto the average of astudy. Thisiswrong. The
legslatures that have enacted the guidelines have taken the easy way out. Those Sates
that have guidelines | et the courts hide behind them by making them use these
standardized amounts. InM ichigan, the court is required to follow the guideline unless
the court can articulate one of the few exceptions alowed.

You don’t know how many times acourt or referee who uses such guidelines get
to rebut good arguments by saying, “Whiletha may betrue, | am required to set support

accordingto the guiddines, and this is the amount that the guidelines require.”



CHILD SUPPORT FORMULAS

For those who face aSatethat uses Child Support Guiddines, you will find out
that the guidelines are based on aformula

If onereads the M ichigan Child Support Formula explanations from the State,
you will hear that theM ichigan formulawas supposedly developedto assig judges,
friends of the court and attorney s in recommending and establishing child support
obligations. In Michigan the child support formulawas developed in 1986.

They clam that the child support formulawas developed by acommittee of
individual’s with diverse viewpoints and backgrounds lik e judges, lawy ers, friends of the
court, concerned parents, behaviora scientists and other interest citizens. In my views,
such clams arejust away of justifyingwhat they did as beingfair. Theformulais more
mathematical thanit isfair. You will find quiteamathematica equation in such
formulas. So much is the formulaabout mathematicad equations that if you obtain a
Support FormulaM anud thereis amyriad of charts and arather complex mathematica
equation.

The Saeclamsthat theformulainsures greater unifor mity between cases and
increases the predictability of child support awards andthat the primary god of the
formulais to provide support based upon the needs of the child and the resources of the
parents. However, if aparty gets remarried or lives with another income earner, that
income is not counted. Thesameistruefor ether paty. So if the mother and her new
husband’s income is $100,000 per year and the mother only makes $10,000 of that
amount, afather making $45,000 per year will add athird to the mothers household
income whilelosing athird of his. In essence, the children would livein ahomewith
$100,000 plus $15,000 in child support whilethefather sinks to $30,000. No matter
what figures you use, the outcomeis the samein this scenario. Dad has less to be adad
on while mom, if she can get remarried can end up quitewdl. This hurtskids inthat
dads under this situation don’t look too good because he cannot provide alifestylethe
kids are used to a home with their mom.

So when you read that y our Sate considered the needs of the children in
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uponthe U.S. Department of Agriculture statistics and research conducted by “nationdly
recognized experts” in the field of family economics. Whilel have not taken thetimeto
scrutinize these so caled experts, if theformulais aresult of their expertise, something
seems amiss. Inmy practice, whether it be awoman or aman who ends up paying
support under the formula, both sexes agree the support amounts under the formulaare
too high and makes no sense. | have two kids and though | have not been divorced, |
could not imagine paying support accordingto theformula. In my view, it isjust a
convenient mathematica way to set support and hide from the unfairness of it.

Even so, you need to learn how to ded with support formulas and guidelines.
Child support is caculated based on net earnings. Net incomeis reduced or adjusted
when you have other support orders, additiona children (not step-children), or mandatory
employ ment expenses. Also, you can save considerabl e support by getting split custody
or by gpending a substantid numbers of overnights withyour children. You need to raise
theseissues sothat support islowered to itsproper levels.

In focusing on gettingyour net income, the court will look a anumber of
patentia income sources. The net income used by the formulacan be higher than is
showed on y our income taxes or the net income on your pay stubs because the court will
look at the following:

S aries and wages

Annuities

Cost of living allowances

Pensions and longevity

Shift premiums and GI benefits

Overtime and trust fund pay ments

Second Jobs and unemploy ment benefits

Commissions and strike pay

Bonuses and Sub pay

Profit Sharingand Sck benefits
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Dividends and disability insurance



Socia Security and Disability benefits

Veteran administration benefits

Deferred Compensation and IRA

Drill pay for nationa guard or reserves

Armed services member pay includingall allowances as fringe benefits

Rentd Income

Soousd support or dimony

Net gamblingwinnings

Tax exempt income

Insurance and other pay ments for Log Earnings

Adoption subsidy

The child support formula does not reduce child support for either hedth care
costs or for daycare costs. You are expected to pay aportion of the hedth careif nether
party hasinsurance as a benefit of employment. You will berequired to pay apercentage
toward uninsured health care based upon the proportion of theparties. 1f you make
$60,000 per year and y our pouse makes $40,000 per year thenyou will pay 60% of
uninsured hedth care costs. Infact if you have hedth insurance as abenefit of
employment, you will still pay 60% of anythingnot covered by insurancefor the
children. Thesameistruefor daycare costs. It is 9lit proportionately and in addition to
your child support, the formulawill requireyou to pay 60% of the day care costs. If your
income is low enough, you could be destroy ed financidly by support, uninsured heglth
care costs and day care.

The child support formulais supposedly updaed every year but it doesn’t get any
better. However, changes do get made and you should make sureyou know what they
are. You usually can get acopy of aformulafrom an agency inyour State. InM ichigan,
it can be obtained from the Department of M anagement and Budget, Office Services,
Publication Section, a the State Capitol in Lansing.

11



YOUR FIRST CHILD SUPPORT ORDER

Your first child support order will occur early inyour initial custody litigetion if
you do nat get custody early. Even though the child support avard will be cal culated by
the child support guidelines in your State, or some other cut and dried method, there are
some things you can do to make sureyou are prepared.

First, you should sit down and figure out dl of your bills. You and your wife
created your debt load together and y ou should not be expected topay al of the bills and
child support too until your divorceis over. Whilethis will not reduce y our child
support, your lawy er will be ableto make her pay some of this overhead out of the
support sheis recavingwhilethe action is pending. After al, as pointed out previously,
child support is suppased to go for overhead, right? The court will not require her to use
specific monies actudly from her child support but it will require her to pay some of the
bills.

If you are not married but just live together, you arefacing adifferent problem.
Whilethe court can enter orders for custody, parenting time and support, they generally
will not enter orders regarding property and debt for unmarried people. Being unmarried
makes your ownership of prgperty together either apartnership or joint venture tha some
Sates will recognizeif aseparatelegd action is brought but keep in mind that some
Saesrefuseto dlow any legal action whatsoever. In this unmarried situation, you could
befaced with immediately having athird of your income stripped fromyou but gill have
topay dl of your delats. If the mother will not pay the debts, you face the praogpect of not
payingyour debts. Whilethis will hurt your credit rating and cause other problems, you
will not get put injail likeyou would if you did not pay your child support. Therefore, in
my gpinion, if you cannot take any legd action on pay ment onthe bills against the
mother, pay your child support first.

Whether you are married or not, next you need to be able to show exactly how
much money you make. If you are awage earner, this will not be hard to do. The court
will takeyour pay subs and look at your net and caculate your child support obligation.
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stubs aretemporarily high because of aspecific project that will end, you will need to get
documentation that the overtimewill end or you will be obligated for higher support
based upon overtimethat no longer exists. Keep in mind that you need to prove
everything.

If you are sdf employed, the court will especidly scrutinize how much you clam
to make. They automatically assumeyou are cheatingand will attempt topushyour
income up by refusingto alow certain deductions especiadly depreciation becauseyou do
not pay that out directly. It is bes to have aCPA or ather qualified Accountant go over
your books firg beforeyou go to court. They can help keep thewolves a bay by
testifyingif necessary. Otherwiseyour support could get artificially inflated by the court.

Obviously thegod could beto keegp your income as low as possible, however, |
think it is better tothink of keepingthe support as accurate as possible. Support is based
on your take home pay wheher you are awage earner or sdf employed. Don’t let the
court base your support on morethanyou actudly takehome. Thisisimportant because
onceyou concede apoint, it is hard to reverseit. If you concedethe poirt tha you get 15
hours per week overtime on the average, y ou could be stuck with that for alonger time
than youshould. Or if you dlow them to add depreciation back into your take home pay,
you may never reverseit.

If you have no income because of alongterm lay off or firing, support will still
oet set. The court has two options here. 1t may just set it & anominal amount until you
Oet ajob or it may chooseto imputeyour income. Imputingincome is amethod of
settingy our income amount even though you don’t have any. In other words, if you left
ajob making $25.00 per hour, they will set your support as if you are presently making
that amount. They impute income when they think you have no excuse for being without
ajob or if they think you aretryingto pushyour support down artificidly by not working
when you could.

It isimportant to be prepared for your firs support order. Thefirg support order
will usudly flow into afina support order when your divorce is completed. Thefirst
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your income without regards to your bills. You can ask that your support be changed



anytimethereis asignificant change of circumstances which we will discuss in the next
section.
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MODIFYING YOUR SUPPORT ORDER

It is abigmistaketo think you can’t change y our support order. If you get laid
off, disabled, fired or have a si gnificant loss of income, take immediate action to reduce
your child support. If you don’t,your support will start to accumulate and y ou could end
up injall or prison! It isna tha difficult to protect y oursdf.

You can do two things to get your support modified. First you can ask the child
support agency like the M ichigan Friend of the Court to review and modify your support.
You can only ask for areview by the Friend of the Court once every 36 monthsin
Michigan. In other words, the Friend of the Court mug review the support every 36
months by law. You can writealetter and ask for thereview too duringthat period. If
the Friend of the Court determines that achangeis apprapriate, it must fileamotion to
modify the support and have ahearingin front of the judge. Second, and more
effectively, you can fileyour own motion to ask tha the support be modified
immediately. | strondy suggest that thisisthe only procedureyou utilize and forget
about asking the Friend of the Court to do anything about reducingsupport. The Friend
of the Court is abetter collection agency than anything else and they may never get to
your request.

You can fileyour own motion anytimethereis asignificant change of
circumstances. You are not limited to once every 36 months likeyou areif you ask for a
review. If you wish to fileyour own motion without an attorney, you can do it.
Everyone has an absolute right to represent themselves on any legd matter. In Michigan
you can contact the Friend of the Court and ask for a support modification forms packet.
Even though these forms are ““do it y oursdf” pgpers, you may wart to consult with an
attorney to help you fill them out or to regpresent y ou depending on your circumstances.
The court gaffs are usualy prohibited by law from gvingyou legal advice so they will
probably nat answer any questionsyou have about filling out the forms..

Keep in mind that either party may fileamotion regarding support. Soif you
have a significant increase in income, your gpouse, if sheis avare of it, may ask that your
support isincreased. Any significant change of circumstances can result in achange of
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support. For example, if one of the children suddenly has specid needs, that may aso be
asignificant changein circumstances that the court could order more support.

M ost inportantly, you mug remember that if you have aloss of income, fileyour
motion to reduce child support right away. Your spouse will probably fileamotion to
increase y ou support as soon as she learns of your increase in earnings but more
significantly, the law will only alow your support to be retroactively reduced to the date
you filed your motion. In ather words, if you wait from February 15when you got lad
off until June 22 to file the motion and the court reduces y our support on August 1, it will
only go back to June 22, not February 15. Soif you accumulated an arrearage from
February toJuneyou are gruck with it. | have seen guys with no income sit on their
hands for three or moreyears and accumulate thousands of dollars in arrearages, which
has interest and penaties added to it, and they end up in prisonwhen dl they had to do
was fileamotion back when they lost their job. You can’t even imagine how many times
| heard, “I didn’t know tha!”.

Inthe end, use dl of the knowledge availableto you whenyou seek modification
of support. Usetheinsight you learn in this manua. Research the specific law of your
Sae Consult an atorney evenif you decideto represent yoursdf. A consultation for ¥2
hour can range from only $30-$100. Child support isthe most difficult areato get far
results soyou mug digin a every opportunity and make sure d| of the possible issues
arefully heard.

If you choose to represent y oursdlf, you will haveto know somethings. First you
need to fully fill out theM otion Regarding Child Support form. InM ichigan, theform
requires the court address, the caption indicating the parties, the date of y our Judgment of
Divorce, the date of your last support order, the amount of your last support order, an
areafor you to describe the change of circumstances justifying reducing support, the
amount youthink the support should be, your signature and the date you signed the
document.

TheM otion Regarding Child Support hastwo ather partsto it aswel. At the
bottom it has anatice of hearingsection. You need to tak to the court clerk and get a
date and time for your motion to be heard by the court. The next section is a proof of
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service form whereyou must certify tothe court that you sent the ather party (your ex)
the

motion and notice of hearing. If the form does not have dl three sections, it does not
mean you do not haveto do anything. You must have a motion describingwhat it isyou
seek, anotice of hearingand aproof of service. All of this must befiled with the court
and sent tothe other side.

Beforeyou go to court, get your thoughts in order. Put together your supporting
documents as well. Keep in mind that ajudge deds with support congantly. Therefore,
figure out how to expressyoursdf quickly. | dwaystel men tryingto represent
themselves to communicate like abumper sticker. You can’t get your messageread on a
bumper sticker if thereis too much onit. Thesameis true when you peak to the court.
Boil it down to the main points first. Don’t think you will get to go on and on--you
won’t. Evenif youthink it is complicated, the judge may not agree and cut you off so get
toyour most important argument first and work your way downtoyour least important
argument but keep it short. Arguelikeabumper sticker. If you makeyour mos
important point quick, you will probably be successful.

Some judges will just want to nail support pay ers hard with as much support as
possible. If you runinto one of these judges you will not help the situation by making
longer drawn out arguments. You are better off to keep repeating the same short
argument than goingon and on into amultitude of different aress.

Remember, judges don’t want to hear these cases. They want referees to get rid

of these cases before they haveto hear it. Keep ontarget. Keep it short.
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DEFENDING A SHOWCAUSE PROCEEDING

Whenever aperson is believed to bein violation of a court order of any kind
including child support, that person may face ahearingto seeif heisin contempt of
court. Thecourt may issue an order for you to“show cause” why you should nat be held
in contempt of court duetoyour violation its court order. Thisis aserious hearing
becauseif you are found to bein contempt of court, you could go to jail.

You have aright to haveyour lawyer represent you at ashow cause hearingbut a
lawyer is not required. If thejudge is goingto consider puttingyou in jail, the judge must
adviseyou that you are entitled to an atorney and if the judge determines that y ou cannot
afford an attorney, he will @ppoint oneforyou at public expense. Thereason ajudge
will gopoint you an atorney a thispoint is because heis consideringthrowingyou in
jal!

If the judge advises you of your right to an atorney, ask for one. This will
posponethe hearing until you have had timeto tak to either your own atorney or the
court appointed attorney. Sinceyou can usualy buy yoursdf out of acontempt violaion
for falureto pay child support by payingthe arrearage, a postponement will giveyou
time to come up with some money topay off someor dl of that back due support. The
more you haveto offer, the more likely the court will not put you in jail.

A show cause proceeding starts because the child support collection agency (in
Michigan it is called the Friend of the Court) files a motion with the family court sating
that acourt order has been violated. Read your current court orders or judgment of
divorce! Any court order or part of your court order dealingwith the following issues
may result in ashow cause hearing

*Fallureto pay child support.

*Fallureto pay gpousa support.

*Fallureto pay child care expenses.

*Falureto pay hedth care expenses.

*Fallureto pay court costs.

18



*Fallureto pay atorney fees.

*Interference with acustody or parenting time order.

*Fallureto provide required information.

If you are divorced, your divorce judgment is your current court order. If child
support or parenting time has changed since y our judgment of divorce, the new order or a
combination of your current order and your judgment of divorce could beused. Only
what is found in your court order is what can be enforced against you. Thereis nothing
hidden and there are no boogey men out there lookingto ambush you so know what y our
court orders say and followingthem or get them changed.

Even if you are facingashow cause, it doesn’t mean you can’t bringyour own
motion to change the court order but make sureyou have a good reason for bringng that
motion.

Anyway, once amotion for order of show causeis presentedto the court, the
court will sign an order that orders youto cometo court toshow cause. This will be sent
toyou or served on you in some manner dlowed by law. You will be given aspecific
time and placeto appear to show why you should not be held in contempt of court.
Imagne goingis an sayingl am not payingbecause| don’t want topay! You better have
agood excuse especially sinceyou could have brought amotion to reduceit but didn’t.

Show cause hearingmay be held before ajudge or areferee. A refereeisnot a
judge but rather is aperson tha the court gopoints to conduct hearings like ajudge but
instead of thereferee’s decision beingfind, it isnot. 1f you appear for ashow cause
hearing before aref eree and disagree with the decision of the referee, you may object by
filingawritten objection within 21 day s and request anew hearingbeforethe judge. If
you gopear beforethejudge, his decision has a moreimmediate effect and you could go
tojal that sameday.

Regardless of who you appear in front of, beprepared totell thejudge or referee
how you followed the court order or why youwere unable to follow the court order. You
should have any supporting paperwork, paid receipts, cancelled checks or other
documents that prove tha you complied with the court order. If you log your job and
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court order. Unless the court order is changed you are expected to follow it exactly as
written. You could have your motion heard on the same day as your show cause
sometimes, which then shows why you could not pay as ordered and this solves the
problem a the same problem. Soif you havejust not filed amotion when you should
have, then do it for the show cause, it may beyour best defense.

Keep in mind that if youpay your bills first and run out of money foryour kids,
the court will not accept that as an excuse. The child support bill, in ajudge’s mind, is
your mog important bill and should be paid first. If you havetostiff someone, stiff the
cable company, not your children. So if you only have enough money topay your house
and car payment, tha’s onething, but if you arepayingfor extras and stiffingyour kids,
it will not look good. At least you can argue that you need a house and car to survive and
unless you have them youwill not be ableto support your kids at al ever, but if you have
left over money, don’t expect any excuseto work. Pay your child support if you can. If
you can’t, pay somethingregularly evenif it is much less than ordered until y our motion
to reduce support is heard. Your excusethen for failureto pay support will be more
readily accepted. Payingsomething aso showsyou aretryingto comply withthe order!

If you can provethat you followed the order, y our show cause will be dismissed.
If you cannot show tha you followed the court order, the court may findyou in contempt
of court. When this occurs, thejudge may provide for one or more of the following:

*Grant you more time to obey the order.

*Requireyou topay aecificamount of money by acertain date.

*Reguireyou to turn over documents.

*Quspend your driver’s license, your occupationa license, recreetional license or
Soorting license.

*Reguireyou toparticipatein awork activity .
*QOrder you participae in acommunity correctionsprogram if there is one
avalable inyour area.
*Qrder that you go tojail or acorrectiond facility for agecific time.
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TOP CHILD SUPPORT TIPS

1. Get prepared beforeyou go toyour first child support hearing M ake surey our
income is not artificialy inflated becauseyou failed to get credit for every possible
deduction.

2. Usean accountant to help you keep your support as low aspassibleif you are self-
employ ed because the court dway sthinks self employed pegple are hiding income.

3. Remember you get credit for income taxes, union dues, hedth insurance and other
child support payments. Find out about al of the deductions in your State and make sure
youtake advantage of them.

4. You can saveasignificant amount of support with ashared custody arrangement
whereby you slit parentingtime. You can still get achild support bresk if you meet a
certain threshold of parenting, in Michigan isit 128 overnights per year.

5. If you haveasignificant loss of income, act right away by bringng amotion to get
your support obligations lowered. If you ignoreit and fall further and further behind, jail
isinyour future and aprisonterm of years can aso become areality.

6. If the court has filed ashow cause order against you andyou have no excuse for
violatingthe court order, get an attorney. If you go by yoursef and the court offersyou
an attorney, take the offer because the court is considering puttingyou injail. If you take
the offer of an attorney, the hearingwill be postponed soyou can prepare withyour
atorney. Evenif the court gvesyou an atorney & public expenseyou can till hireyour
own atorney.

7. No matter what, bepolite. Bepoliteto child support caseworkers. Bepoliteto
referees. Bepoliteto thejudge. Even bepoliteto your ex-spouse. Keg in mind, why
would you be rudeto any of thesepeople and guarantee poor trestment. You certainly
may get treated poorly anyway but thereis no senseto guaranteeingthat the peopleyou
haveto ded with on child support have abad attitude because y ou have to tell them ticks

you off.
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